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REMARKS 

Claims 14-29 are pending, claims 18, 24, and 26-29 having been amended 
as described below. Reconsideration is respectfully requested in light of the 
amendments and remarks made herein. 

Applicants hereby submit a new abstract to replace the one filed with the 
appUcation. The new abstract complies with the language and format guidehnes 
for an abstract. Moreover, the new abstract adds no new matter. Entry of the 
new abstract is respectfully requested. 

The rejection of claims 26-29 under 35 U.S.C. §101 for allegedly being 
directed to non-statutory subject matter has been overcome as a result of 
apphcants having amended each of those claims to recite "computer-readable 
medium" instead of "data storage medium." 

Turning now to the art rejections, claims 14-29 have been rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 102(e) based on US Patent No. 6,206,504 to Payne, Payne is directed 
to a two-color ink-jet POS printer, which is able to convert full color printing 
commands into commands for printing in two colors, a primary color and an 
alternate color. The background color of the paper may also be considered to 
render a three-color image. In Payne's color conversion scheme, each color value 
of the individual colors that define the color of a pixel is compared to a given 
threshold, and based on that comparison, is designated as ON or OFF. Then, in 
the situation in which one of the individual colors is the same as the (non-black) 
primary color and another of the individual colors is the same as the alternate 
color, either the primary color, the alternate color, or neither color is printed for 
each pixel according to the following rules: 

(1) all color values OFF, then print the primary color; 

(2) all color values ON, then do not print any color; 

(3) color value that is the same as the alternate color is ON and the color 
value that is the same as the primary color is OFF, then print the 
alternate color; and 
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(4) color value that is the same as the (non-black) primary color is ON and 
the color value that is the same as the alternate color is OFF, then 
print the primary color. 

The set of printing rules recited in each of independent claims 14, 20 aiid 
26 is different from the above rule set of Payne, The claimed set of rules 
considers the intensity or color value of three colors that define the color of a 
pixel in determining to what color that pixel is to be converted. Also, in the 
invention of each of these claims, in the case where color values differ, the 
secondary color is printed, whereas in Payne that is not necessarily the case, as 
shown in Table 1 of Payne. 

Another difference is that, in each of claims 14, 20 and 26, the color of 
each pixel in the full-color image is first reduced to one of eight colors (i.e., eight 
combinations of intensities of the three colors) to which the printing rule set is 
apphed, whereas the thresholding in Payne results in four possibilities as shown 
in Table 1 of Payne. The difference is also applicable to claims 18 and 24, which, 
as amended herein, recite reducing full-color digital image data to reduced-color 
digital image data by reducing the color of each pixel in the full-color image data 
to one of a predetermined number of colors, the predetermined number of colors 
being eight or less. The conversion, which results in two-color print data, is then 
performed on the reduced-color digital image data. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the subject matter of each of 
the independent claims is not disclosed nor taught by Payne, and that each of the 
dependent claims is patentable for at least the same reasons as its independent 
claim. 
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In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, Applicants respectfully 
request favorable reconsideration of the present application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael T. Gabrik 
Registration No. 32,896 

Please address all correspondence to: 

Epson Research and Development, Inc. 
Intellectual Property Department 
150 River Oaks Parkway, Suite 225 
San Jose, CA 95134 
Phone: (408) 952-6000 
Facsimile: (408) 954-9058 
Customer No. 20178 
Date: January 17, 2006 
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